
Thanksgiving was always 

a happy gathering grow-

ing up.  We would count 
down to the day that we 

would wake up to 
the smell of Mom 

cooking up her 

wonderful treats 

in the kitchen.  

 

 I think the thing 

that stood out to 
me the most was 

Dad giving time to have 

each of us to say some-
thing that we were 

thankful for that past 

year.   

I would try to think of 

something quickly, so 

that we could give 
thanks and dig in.  I al-

ways remember the 

glisten that came to my 
Mom’s eyes as Steve 

and I would usually say 
we were thankful for 

our parents.  Now, as a 

parent, I realize how 

much that truly did mean 

to them.  

 

Parents are 

God’s special 

treats that are 
packaged 

uniquely for 
each of us.  

Each of us fit 
perfectly in 

the family that God gave 

us.  This year at Thanks-
giving take time to let 

your parents know how 

much you love them! 

This year, before dig-

ging into that turkey 

and dressing, or 

chicken and rice, or 

goat and plan-

tains...remember to 

stop and give thanks 

for all the Lord has 

done for you and your 

family this past year.  

I am thank ful for 

each of you! I think 

you’re #1 . 

Giving Thanks... 

God’s Special Gift... 
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November’s 

Memory Verse: 

“Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for 

they will be called 

the sons of God.” 

Matthew 5:9 

 

 Editor-Cylinda Nickel 



  

I have always lived in Europe with the excep-

tion of traveling in America on  

deputation. I was born in Germany, in 1991, 

when my parents were Associates  

In Missions. On my first birthday, I took a 

plane trip to America to  

Salt Lake City, Utah. At the General Confer-

ence, my parents were appointed  

to be missionaries to the country of Romania.  

 

Romania has been my home most of my life. I 

live in the city of Cluj Napoca.  
It is a city of about half million people. We 

have a headquarters church in  

Cluj Napoca. We also travel throughout Ro-

mania, preaching, teaching, and  

baptizing people.  

 

My favorite sport is soccer. My neighbor 

friend, Zozo, plays with me  

sometimes. I also like it when he comes to 

Anthony Thompson- 

           November 13th 

Daniel Schreckhise- 

     November 15th 

Kristen Rhoads- 

     November 19th 

 

   Happy Birthday to: 

Steven Sloan- 

         November 2nd 

Kaitlyn Drost- 

         November 8th 

Devin Wilkerson- 

         November 9th 

 

-It’s your day to celebrate the 

wonder, the joy and the heavenly 
delight of all God created You to 

be! - 

 

 -HE has great plans for you- 

 Jeremiah 29:11 
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November Birthdays... 

The Sunbeam 

Daniel Patterson, our Romanian Hero... 

Happy Birth-

XX - two in the first row 

 

XXX -three in the second row 

 

XXXX - and four in the third row 

 

To play, take turns removing pen-

nies. You can take as many pennies 

as you'd like, but they can only be 

from one row. 

 

So during your turn, you could take 

one or two from the first row, or 

Nim is a ñNimò is a German word 

for ñtake,"Nim," is a German 

word for "take." 

 

Here's a great game to play when 

you're at a restaurant waiting for 

your food to come. 

 

This game is for two players. 

 

First, set up nine pennies like this: 

 

One Frog... 
you could take one, two, or three 

from the second, or one, two, 

three, or four from the third row. 

 

The person who is left with the last 

penny loses! 

 

 

 

 

"Nim," is a German word for 

"take." 

church with me.  

 

I received the Holy Ghost when I was five 

and I was baptized in Jesus Name  

when I was six. This year I am reading 

through the New Testament. I play  

the drums in the church. 

 

I am in the sixth grade. I do ACE Paces. We 

have school every weekday  

between 9:00-2:00. I have Winter Vacation. 

Social Studies is my favorite  

subject. 
 

Kay is my sister. She is fourteen. We both 

know how to speak Romanian.  

Many of our Romanian friends have been to 

youth service and special church  

programs. 

 

I have a dog, named Happy. She is a Cocker 

Spaniel. She likes to play soccer, too. She 

ter." 

 

And the next person says, 

"Kerplunk." 

 

Now, increase everything by one. 

 

So, the next person in the circle 

says, "Two Frogs." 

 

And the next person says, "Two 

Frogs." 

 

The person after that says, "In the 

water." 

 

And the next person says, "In the 

water." 

 

The person after that says, 

"Kerplunk." 

 

And the next person says, 

"Kerplunk." 

 

Carbbbeful not to skip a beat ! 

 

Players sit in a 

Careful not to skip a beat ! 

 

Players sit in a circle. 

 

The first person says, "One 

Frog." 

 

The next person says, "In the wa-

also knows how to "sit", "shake", and "stay".  

 

An interesting fact about Romania is that it 

is the land of Dracula. We live  

in the area of Transylvania. I have been to 

Dracula's castle several times.  

I even went into a newly discovered secret 

passage in the castle. 
 

 

Careful not to skip a beat! 
 

Players sit in a circle.  The first 

person says, “One Frog.”  The next 
person says," In the water.”  And 

the next person says, “Kerplunk.”  

Now, increase everything by one.  

So, the next person in the circle 
says.” Two Frogs.”  And the next 

person says, “Two Frogs.” The per-

son after that say, “In the water.” 

And the next person 
says, “In the water.”  

And the next person 

says." in the water.”  
The person after that 

says, “Kerplunk.”  And 

the next person says, 

“Kerplunk.”  Keep going 
around the circle in-

creasing everything by 

one.  But there’s one 

catch—all players have 
to slap their knees and 

clap, keeping the 

rhythm while the games 
goes around the circle.  

If a player is off the 

beat, hesitates, or says 

the wrong thing, he or 
she is out.  The game 

continues until there is 

only one person left.   



Materials  

Å Yellow and red felt 

Å Tacky glue 
Å Googly eyes 

Å Brown pom-poms 
Å Pinecones 

Å Pipe cleaners  

  
 Step 1:  

For each turkey, cut out a yellow beak 

and a red wattle from felt. Then glue 

the beak, wattle, and a pair of googly 

eyes onto a pom-pom to create the tur-

key's head.    

    
   

Step 2:  

Glue the pom-pom head to the tip of a 

pinecone. Allow the glue to dry.   
    

  Step 3:  

Wrap a pipe cleaner around the mid-

dle of the turkey's cone body, 

starting from the top and twisting it 

together a few times on the under-
side. Separate the ends of the pipe 

cleaner (below the twists) and bend 

each tip into a 3-toed foot.   

    

  Step 4:  

For the turkey's tail, individually 
wrap 3 or 4 pipe cleaners around the 

back of the pinecone, starting from 

the underside and twisting them to-

gether a few times on the top of the 

pinecone to secure them. Then loop 
both ends of each pipe cleaner to shape 

tail feathers.   

wanted Steve to do it.  He deserved 

water being poured on his head while 

he was sleeping, after all he had 

melted my plastic silverware when I 

was only 4 years old.   

 

The bad thing is when you pour water 

on your brother’s head when he is 

sleeping...you are the one who gets in 

trouble, and boy did I.  Not only 

that, I also ended up having to take 

the dog to the 

pen.  I still re-

member my Mom 

saying –don’t let 

the sun go down 

upon your wrath.  

After apologizing, 

I felt a lot better, 

and I could even 

smile as my head 

hit the pillow. 

I had had it with my brother.  I was 

tired of the matchbox cars with the 

broken wheels, the playing hide and 

seek and him never looking for me, 

not being able to play with the big 

kids.  He was going to pay.   

 

I still tingle (now with guilt) when I 

think of pouring the water on his 

head as he slept.  It was my turn to 

take the dogs out to the pen, but I 

day and work and play at night.  

They are known for their playful-

ness and love to “talk” to each 

other by chuckles, screams, 

squeals, and chirps. 

 

They have two to four 

babies at a time.  The 

babies are born blind.  

They stay close to their 

The river otter is in the same family 

as badgers, skunks, and weasels.    

 

They are 35-53 inches from tail to 

nose.  Their tail  is 1/3 of all of their 

weight.   

 

They feed on fish, insects, snakes, 

clams, and snails.  They sleep in the 

mother for the first four 

months.  They will stay with 

their mother until they are 

one.  At this time they leave 

to form families of their 

own.     

They have webbed 

feet but can scoot 

on the land.  They 

are fun creatures! 

The Sunbeam-a newsletter for Missionary Kids 12 and under. 

Nature Corner– The River Otter 

Tiny Turkeys... 

A Peacemaker?  Are you kidding? 
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River otters can hold their 

breath up to four minutes. They 

catch their prey and turn over 

on their back and eat away!   

“I’m Sorry, 

two tiny words 

that take the 

longest to come 

out of our 

mouths! 



1. Fold the file card in half 

lengthwise and make 13 

partial cuts widthwise. 

First cut through the 

folded side, then turn the 

card around and cut to-

ward the fold. Keep re-

peating the process. (Cut 

to within a quarter inch of 

the edges of the 

card.)  

2. Very carefully open 

the card and cut length-

wise along the fold. Do 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

You can bet a friend that you 

can put your head through a 

hole in a 3-by-5-inch file 

card—and win! 

not cut the two end sec-

tions. 

3. Gently stretch the 

card as far as it will go 

and put it over your head. 

Betcha Can... 

 
Materials  

 

Å Card stock 

Å Scissors 

Å Pencil  

Å Tempera paint 

Å Colored markers  

Å Gold glitter glue 

Å Craft knife  

 
 

Step 1:  
Cut out a 5-by-4-inch rectangle from the card stock for each place 

card, plus one extra. Fold each card in half so that the 4-inch edges 

meet, and flatten the crease. Then reopen all of the cards.  
 

Step 2:  

In the center of the extra card, draw a Pilgrim hat, positioning it so 

that the top is above the fold and the brim is just below it, as shown. 
Cut it out and use it as a template, tracing it in pencil onto the centers 

of the remaining cards (again, trace the top of each hat above the fold 

and the brim just below it).  
 

Step 3:  

Once all of the hats are drawn, have your child lightly coat her thumb 

with skin-toned tempera paint and print a Pilgrim's head below each hat 
(have her practice a few times on scrap paper first).  

 

Step 4:  
When the paint is dry, your child can use the markers to color in the 

hats, draw on collars, add facial features and hairdos that resemble 

those of specific family members, and print their names. Then she can 

adorn each hat with a glitter-glue buckle.  
 

Step 5:  

Finally, use the craft knife (this is a parent's job) to cut along the 
outer edge of each hat top but not around the brim. Refold the cards, 

gently pulling up the hat tops to stand upright, as shown, and they're 

ready to set in place on the dinner table. 


