ave you ever looked in the
Hmirror and wondered, “Who am

177 Maybe you've asked
yourself the question, “What is my
future?” Or perhaps you’ve looked back
over your life and asked, “What did I
accomplish?” But how often have you
ever had to ask these questions about
yourself in another language or while
viewing yourself through another
culture? While people that have grown
up in America can look into a mirror that
only has one reflection, missionary kids
often have to ask these questions while
looking into a two or even three way
mirror. Have you ever stood before a
three way mirror and looked at yourself?
There is only one of you but you can see
three different sides of yourself reflected
at the same time! Missionary kids have
to understand that their identity is formed
by ALL the reflections they have been
exposed to, but their true identity is
found in Christ and the purpose that He
has created in them.

On the weekend of August 15-17,
over 93 MKs gathered at Lake
Williamson in Carlinville, Illinois, for
an MK Retreat. They came from all age
groups, all places of the world and
North America and all levels of
education, but they were united by the
common theme, “We are MKs!” It was
beautiful to see older MKs who have
already established themselves in

careers and ministries alongside
younger MKs who flew in from Spain,
Egypt, Argentina, and around the world
to worship and learn from each other.

The theme for the weekend was,
“Relentless.” This truly expresses the
lifestyle of an MK. They must be
relentless in their foundation and
relationship with God. They must be
relentless in the pursuit of their
education (often through unconventional
avenues). They must be relentless in
staying connected to one another and
their families.  “Relentless” truly
expresses the spirit of missionary kids
around the world!

The weekend began with a Friday
night welcome by the MK Ministries
Leaders: Mark Hattabaugh, Coordinator;
Cylinda Nickel, Vice-Coordinator; Carla
Burton, Secretary; and Bro. Francis
Mason, Board Liaison. Then the MKs
were able to join in the fun and games
with an obstacle course followed by
broomstick hockey in the gym.
Teamwork does make the dream work
or so Jason Crumpacker, MK to Africa,
found out when his African MKs helped
him over the “WALL!” And no matter
your age or occupation, you can be a
winner at broomstick hockey or so Bro.
Mason discovered!

Saturday morning began with a
beautiful worship service, with all the
music and singing provided by MKs. It

was wonderful to see the tears begin to
flow and MKs praying for other MKs as
the Spirit of the Lord ministered to those
present. The day was filled with great
teaching from Bro. Jerry Richardson,
Bro. Steve Shirley, Darius Richardson,
Datha Nix, Laurissa Wolfram, Philip
Flowers, Jere Richardson and many
others. They encouraged them
regarding the issues of commitment to
God, establishing good self esteem,
making right decisions, choosing not to
be afraid and learning about their
purpose. Then the MKs had an
opportunity to enjoy a round table
discussion with Foreign Missions
General Director Bruce Howell. He was
able to share his heart and love for
missionary kids around the world.
There was also time to discuss the
direction and vision of MK Ministries.

Saturday afternoon was a time to truly
understand the MK experience through
the game, “No Guts, No Glory!” You
could call this the true missionary
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