
 
 

�´�+�H���Z�K�R���U�H�I�U�H�V�K�H�V���R�W�K�H�U�V���Z�L�O�O���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���E�H���U�H�I�U�H�V�K�H�G���µ���3�U�R�Y�H�U�E�V������������ 
 
 
A group of students from the Midwest once took a trip to the dumps in Tijuana, Mexico, to minis-
�W�H�U���&�K�U�L�V�W�¶�V���O�R�Y�H�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�U�L�S�����W�K�H�\���V�D�Z���O�D�U�J�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���P�D�N�H�V�K�L�I�W���K�R�Y�H�O�V��
made of cardboard, scrap tin and other bits of refuse. 
 
There were several small boys about 10 years of age playing and wrestling nearby. These boys 
appeared to own only the clothes and shoes the they were wearing, and these were not in the 
best condition. Although they were seemingly happy and carefree, they were quite dirty and ob-
viously not involved in school. The bravest of the three boys approached the youth leader and 
�W�U�L�H�G���W�R���P�D�N�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���E�R�\�¶�V���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���Y�H�U�\���J�R�R�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���\�R�X�W�K���O�H�D�G�H�U���G�L�G���Q�R�W��
know any Spanish. However the two did the best they could to communicate by adding hand 
signals to their interaction. 
 
When the youth leader reached into his pocket to take out a piece of gum to share with the boy, 
the boy took that one piece of gum, tore it into three pieces and ran and shared it with his two 
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�����+�L�V���D�F�W���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�H�D�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�H�U�¶�V�����H�\�H�V�����2�Q�H���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���E�R�\���K�D�G��
just been given the greatest gift�± much more than a small bit of gum. 
 
The youth leader said that if he had been that young boy, he had no doubt could have quickly 
put the entire piece in his mouth and counted his good fortune. But, thankfully, God taught him a 
lesson about giving from a young boy who had very little to give. 
 
Sometimes those who have the least are the most generous. It is not what you give to others 
but what you have left over.  
 
Additional Scriptures: 
Luke 6:38   Acts 2:42-47  II Corinthians 8:1-15 


