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In the fourth century, there lived a monk named Telemachus who spent most of his life in a remote comgunity o
vegetables for the cloister kitchen. When he was not tending his garden spot, he was fulfilling his vocgtion of stu

One day, this monk felt that the Lord wanted him to go to Rome, the capital of the world. Telemachus had no ide
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Obediently, he left his village in Asia Minor and traveled to Rome. He arrived during the holiday festiued; and the ,f
tling with excitement over the recent roman victory over the Goths. In the midst of this jubilant commotidn, Teleme
for clues as to why God has brought him there, for he had no other guidance, not even a superior in aaetigious of
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So Telemachus let the crowds guide him, and he was soon led into the Coliseum where the gladiator contests w
staged. The monk could hear the cries of the animals in their cages beneath the floor of the great arena and the |
FRQWHVWDQWY SUHSDULQJ WR GR EDWWOH 7KHQ WKH JODGLDWR
DERXW WR GLH VDOXWH WKHH ~ 7THOHPDFKXV VKXGGHUHG +H KDG
of awful violence.

The crowd had come to cheer men who, for no reason other than amusement, would murder each other. Huma
offered for entertainment. As the monk watched these events unfold, he realized he could not sit still and watch
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The fighting began, and of course. NO one paid the slightest heed to him. So telemachus went down the stone s
onto the sandy floor of the arena. One gladiator sent him sprawling with a blow from his shield directingthim bac
was a rough gesture, though almost a kind one. The crowd roared.
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the crowd began to laugh and cheer him on, perhaps thinking him part of the entertainment. Then his movemen
vision of one of the contestants. The gladiator raised his sword and with a flash of steel struck Telemachus slas
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Then a strange thing happened. As the two gladiators and the crowd focused on the fallen body of the monk, the
tators began to leave until the huge stadium was emptied.

There were other forces at work, of course, but that innocent figure lying in a pool of blood crystallizétidhe oppos
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Standing up for our faith can prove to be an effective witness to others and have tremendous results.

Additional scriptures:
Matthew 10:218 Matthew 28:128 John 1 5:1825 | Peter 2:205




