
Q  How old were you when your parents went to the field and  
what country did you serve in?  
 
A   November 19th 1975 -February 1986. I was born in Valencia, Vene-
zuela during my parents first term as a missionary couple. We 
moved to the Dominican Republic after our one term in Venezuela 
and stayed there until I was 11 years old.  
 
Q What is your best memory about that country? Do you still miss it 
or want to take your kids there to visit?  
 
A  I don't remember Venezuela but I have great memories of the Do-
minican Republic. One of my favorite memories is when we would go 
out and play all day with the neighborhood children and only take 
short breaks for meals. We would have mango eating contests in the 
neighborhood to see who could eat the most. I'll never forget the 
mango juice dripping off of my elbows! I also have fond memories of 
collecting discarded coke bottles and taking them down to the 
"colmado" (convenience store) and cashing them in for five cents 
apiece. We would  
then buy gum and candy with our earnings.  
 
Q  How did you adjust when you returned to the US?  
 
A  Returning to the US was a huge adjustment especially because 
we came back here in the middle of my sixth grade year of school. It 
was such a culture shock. I was painfully shy and I didn't fit in at my 
new school especially with a great tan in the month of February in 
Marion, Indiana! I remember a person seeing our family at Kmart 
when we first arrived. She said, "well, there's the tanning salon fam-
ily"! It was only time and relearning the new culture here that 
helped. The process of adjusting to life in the US was gradual and 
it was only thru many tears that I learned how to adjust.  


