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Straight from the HEARTé 
   Editor Melinda Poitras  

Greetings from the desk of the new editor of the Culture 

Shock. (I know, I didnôt believe it either.) I told my sister 

that I was awarded this esteemed position, and became 

rather miffed when she didnôt act as excited as I would have 

her be. A few days later, I was talking to my Dad about it 

and she finally got excited. ñOh! Oh! Oh!ò She exclaimed.  

ñYouôre not editing it, youôre editing it! Like Editor in 

Chief! Like Perry White! I get it!ò Perhaps this would be a 

good time to discuss communication barriersé 

 

Iôm thrilled to be able to contribute more to MK Ministries 

and would like to remind you of some ways that you can as 

well. Obviously, Iôm cheering in the ñculture shock corner!ò 

We are in need of articles! We want to know about your 

life, how you view things, and all the things God is teaching 

you (and learn from those things ourselves). Articles should 

be no more than 500 words in length and previously 

unpublished. (Weôre going to try to stay away from 

previously published items. By this, I mean not published 

anywhere; magazine, mail-out, blog, or website). We want 

to stay fresh. All articles should be sent to my e-mail: 

EditorCS@aol.com along with a short ñbioò or a couple of 

facts about you that I can include in the publication. We 

would also love to have a picture. 

 

All types of entries are welcome, but bimonthly when the 

Culture Shock is sent out, we would like to include a 

ñJournal Pageò entry. This allows us to really look into each 

otherôs lives, and be encouraged at the same time. I am 

including one of mine this month as a sample (or example) 

of the type of thing weôre looking for, but in November, itôs 

up to you. 

 

For more involvement and information, 

here is a subtle hint for you: GO TO THE 

WEBSITE!!! (www.upwithmks.com). 

Even better, send in your blog address; add 

your info; enter a prayer request; add to 

our MK publications; or (my favorite of 

all) send pictures to see yourself featured! 

 

Last, but not least, we really just want to 

know what you think. What do you want 

out of MK Ministries? What would you 

like to see featured in Culture Shock? How 

can we better serve you? You are the 

reason we have MK Ministries in the first 

place! 

 

I know this hasnôt been an extremely 

touching segment of the magazine, but I 

promise something more devotional in 

format next time. This is just to encourage 

you to be involved (Come on people! Be 

encouraged!) and to let you know a little 

bit of whatôs going on. 

 

Serving Him, by serving YOU! 

2   www.upwithmks.com 

Melinda recently graduated from  
Pensacola christian Aacademy.  

she loves to write, sing, and sleep,  
and write, sing, and sleep.  

she's the new editor but missed  
the redundant words in the last  

sentence or was that for emphasis? 
she does pull herself out of her three  
favorite things to work at the ameri-

can international school in accra., ghana! 
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Transparent meéCylinda nickel 
I really donôt know what to say. 

There is a real person inside of this skin, 

this flesh called me... 

I have been really praying lately that the 

LORD would let me see a glimpse of the 

real me: 

How He sees me 

How He loves me 

How He can give me so much grace and 

mercy. 

 

These past two weeks at School of 

Missions while teaching the 9-12 year old 

MKs I have tried to: 

Love harder 

Invest deeper 

Grow others 

Give many hugs 

Listen without interrupting 

Multiply my vision 

Put value into tiny hearts 

Let them know that they are a one a kind 

masterpiece created for their  

WORK in HIM! 

 

I came home tired 

But kind of feeling like 

You know what? 

HE DID IT- He really did-  

Lives were changed!! 

 

I wouldnôt change a thing about my path: 

My direction 

My family 

My blunderings 

My Ministry 

That is what has made me-  

The person inside of this skin, 

And I am beginning to think there is hope 

yet. 

 

 

Last night when my girls cried on the way 

home because they didnôt want to leave 

School of Missions; because they wanted 

God to make them missionaries I  

thought: 

Maybe 

Just 

Maybe 

My vision 

My love for missions 

Has rubbed off on a 6 and 8 year old 

 

I could have just given Jesus a High Five. 

Iôm okay. 

They get it. 

 

They are 6 and 8 but  I have seen them 

really cry out and pray: 

For Madagascar 

Suriname 

French Africa 

Uruguay 

Hong Kong, 

Papua New Guinea 

Brazil 

Lebanon 

Europe 

And all of the other countries their MK 

friends have come from! 

 

A burden, a calling, and an anointing is 

upon my children! 

 

So I realize that this is a lot of rambling. 

It makes little sense. 

It is filled with a 1000 thoughts. 

But at lunch I prayed a prayer of 

Thanksgiving, 

Thanking HIM 

For So Much in my 39 years of life. 

Ccylinda nickel grew up as 
an  mk to the Lleeward 

Iislands. Sshe has a great 
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helping them experience 
the best of both worlds. 

Sshe serves as the  
assistant coordinator of 

mk ministries and 
continuously touches the 

world from north 
Ccarolina; where she lives 
with her husband john, and 
two daughters seanna and 

Eemma, and a very 
overweight daschund 

named joe.  


